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TThhee  eeffffeeccttss  ooff  tthhee  CCoollttoonn  HHiigghh  SScchhooooll  bbuuddggeett  ccuuttss

AAnnttii--vviioolleennccee  rraallllyy  iinn  SSaann  BBeerrnnaarrddiinnoo

By G.W. Abersold Ph.D

“All aboard,” calls the con-
ductor. The train is about to
move. The history of trains

parallels the expansion of our na-
tion. The railroad mania began
with the B & O - Baltimore and
Ohio - in 1828.
Well before airplanes, big buses

and cars on freeways. The Civil
War showed the necessity of good
transportation. By the beginning of
the 20th century, railroads were
reaching across the country.
Since I was a kid I’ve been fasci-

nated with trains. Play ones and
real ones. I can still hear the wail
of the B & O through the Ohio val-
ley. Mournful and lonely, the
whistle.
Coal provided the power that

moved the train. Sometimes wood
was the power source. The stream
of black smoke billowing from the
engine, coupled with the shrill wail
of the whistle created an image for
me that lasts to today.
This love for trains has stimu-

lated my interest in traveling on
them. I started riding on them
about sixty-five years ago, while in
college. Of course, the train was
the old fashioned, steam/coal
driven engine. My memory is that
I was covered with coal suet when
I arrived at my destination. From
Boston to Wheeling, W. VA.
When it comes to the USA, I’ve
ridden trains on both the East and
West coasts. Several times in Cal-
ifornia and Colorado. The Amtrak
system has improved tremen-
dously.
I’ve also ridden from Atlanta to

Miami; from San Bernardino to
Las Vegas several times; also to
Denver. My favorite train rides in
the U.S. are in Alaska. Up the
mountain from Skagway and espe-
cially from Fairbanks, by way of
Denali to Anchorage. The scenery
is marvelous, especially Mt.
McKinley. The trip usually stops
in Denali for a couple of days, pro-
viding opportunities to see wild
animals.
Speed and safety are the two

basic interests in riding the rails.
Korea, China, Taiwan, Spain,
Great Britain are the major speed-
ers, plus Japan. They are all run-
ning between 250 and 310 MPH.
I’ve ridden trains in Japan, Spain
and the UK. It is called Eurostar. It
goes from London to Paris, under
the Channel. Talk about speed.
They even serve lunch.
The trains in Europe all have one

thing in common. They start on
time. If you are not on board,
tough luck. The trains leave with-
out you.
I traveled several places in

Switzerland by train. One I will
never forget. While going from
Bern to Zurich, word came to the
train that Princess Diana had died.
A great depression settled on
everyone.
The worst trains, for me, are in

Mexico, Central America and
Peru, South America. I’ve ridden
from Mexicali to the Copper
Canyon. The Canyon is ten times
as large as our Grand Canyon and
the home of the Tarahumara Indi-
ans.
They are poorly equipped and

never run on time. The Peruvian
train went from Cusco to Machu
Pichu, with scores of switchbacks.
No food. No conveniences and
poor service.
The best of my Mexico train trips

was between Mexico City and
Patzcuara in Michoacán. It seems
to take forever but it gets you
there.
Of all my train trips, the most

outstanding were in Australia and
New Zealand. On the latter train I
learned to eat scones and appreci-
ate the absolute spectacular
scenery.
In Australia I rode the most un-

usual trip of all. Aboard the Ghan
from Alice Springs to Adelaide. It
was like a cruise: two eating seat-
ings, entertainment, casino, com-
fortable compartments and scenery
that was unique. Kangaroos and
camels running wild and service
that was unbelievable. A trip of a
lifetime.
A final word. Stella and I are

going on an Amtrak train from LA
to Seattle. There and back. With a
compartment for our comfort; with
meals included in the price. All
Aboard. Here we come.
Amen. Selah. So be it.

Bill Abersold, resident of High-
land, is a retired Methodist and
Congregational minister and ac-
complished author of eight books.
He has visited 84 countries and
has been on 105 cruises, most of
them as a lecturer.  He has a B.A.
and M.A. in Mideastern history, a
Rel.D in World Religions and a
Ph.D. in Behavioral Medicine and
Humanist Psychology.

WWoorrddss  ttoo  TThhiinnkk  AAbboouutt::  AAllll  aabbooaarrdd!!

By Shelby Horton

With the current eco-
nomic situation, all
businesses, families,

and schools have all had to tighten
their belts, including Colton High
School. Students, teachers, and
faculty members have all ex-
pressed their concern for the
school’s budget cuts and how it is
affecting the school and its stu-
dents.
The Colton Joint Unified School

District is currently in debt at $1.6
million, according Mike Snelling,
assistant superintendent of Educa-
tional Services. Due to the neces-
sary budget cuts, the school has to
make difficult choices, these in-
clude cutting programs that stu-
dents benefited from. 
Snelling estimated that by 2013

the school will have exceeded their
budget limits by $9 million and if
it continues this way into 2014, the
district will be up to $16 million in
debt. 
The budgeted money for the

school allocates so that roughly
94% of the district money goes to
salaries for teachers, office work-
ers, etc. That leaves less than 10%
for programs and other various
school projects. 
Many programs have been cut

due to the hard times, programs
such as summer school, Cal Safe
(pregnant minor program), includ-
ing the board of education had to
discontinue its contract with the
Colton Police Department for the
school resource office. 
“Obviously it’s sad that the econ-

omy is such as it is now, that the
money that is available for this
kind of thing will be limited. It’s
kind of sad, students will have
fewer chances for educational en-
richment than they used to.” Said
Rodger Golgart, a chemistry
teacher at Colton High School,

about the budget cuts on the school
programs.
It is a difficult decision, Golgart

inferred, on what programs have to
be cut from the school budget, and
ultimately eliminated. It is a long
process being discussed by the su-
perintendent and assistant superin-
tendents.  A large group of
administrators assemble commit-
tees to determine what can be
saved (such as the sports, music,
and theater programs), and the rec-
ommendations are made to the
board of education that has the ul-
timate decision.
But students and teachers alike

both show concern for how all
these cutbacks will affect student
performance.
“I believe all students will be

negatively impacted by what’s
going on right now, because there
are a lot of families who are hurt-
ing, so families are looking to the
school to provide basic school sup-
plies,” said Russ Levine, a history
teacher at Colton High School.
“Those are the first things to go,
budget cuts, programs slashed, and
so it makes it tougher for students.
Resources are difficult to get.” 
The students have also begun to

feel discouraged by the recent
budget cuts.  “Sometimes it just
decreases my motivation because
I think why should I do this if the
school is just going to cut it and
take it away,” said Alexis Felix,
freshman at Colton High School.  
When asked if there was any

extra money, could the programs
be brought back, Snellings an-
swered, “If there was any extra
money, typically it would go to-
wards salaries, but it would first be
negotiated by the board of educa-
tion. Unfortunately, it may take up
to five years before the district is
able to bring back the programs we
have lost.” 
Students and teachers are

shocked and dismayed at the im-

mediate halt of letting students
without absences attend Saturday
school for extra help. 
“I’m bothered by the fact tutoring

was cut from our Saturday school
program; last year students could
get tutored and make up their ab-
sences. Now the students can’t
even come to Saturday school if
they just want tutoring. So if the
teachers can’t teach, why should
we go?” commented a teacher. 
Students have also expressed this

sentiment. But, according to
Snelling, the Saturday school pro-
gram was never actually intended
as a tutoring program, that was an
added unofficial function to it but
when it was time to gain more
money then lose more, the district
had to cut the tutoring part so there
would be more room for kids who
had actually missed school to
come in. 
The new building addition to the

school also bothered students and
even enraged some, for they see it
as another cause as to why their
programs are being cut. 
“I don’t see why they’re getting

new buildings added to the school
when we need money to fix the
buildings we have now,” com-
mented Blanca Ascencio, sopho-
more at Colton High School. 
The fact about the new addition

to the high school is that it doesn’t
actually come out of the district
budget, but it comes from voter ap-
proved bonds. Taxes on houses
were raised to pay for these bonds
which can only be put into a new
building for the school. Snelling
confirmed that the new building
will actually save the school
money by helping to get rid of the
portables that the school has to rent
for the students to have enough
class rooms. 
The school district continues to

try to find ways of saving money,
the superintendents and assistant
superintendents have taken a 6%

pay cut and teachers have had to
take a 5% pay cut to help get some
funding back. Additionally, all
workers of the district and teach-
ers are taking furlough days, which
are days without pay, to save
money as well. 
Despite all this, Snellings keeps

a positive and upbeat attitude and
reminds us, “Nobody wants to take
anything from kids; we love a kid,
that’s why we’re here.” 
Since the budget cuts had begun,

there have been lots of confusion
and anger towards the district and
its decisions. But when the facts
have been laid out for all to see, it
helps to clear the cloud of confu-
sion from the students’ and teach-
ers’ minds, and help to cool the

fire of anger. 
Though there will be trials ahead

for the Colton school district, as
students and teachers alike will not
be happy with every cent that is
taken away from the school, there
is hope that with time and patience
things will get better. But the dis-
trict, teachers, and all those who
work at the high school or any
other school must remember one
simple fact: The students must
come first, for they hold the key to
the future, and that is the most im-
portant thing of all.

Shelby is a student at Colton
High School and an intern at
IECN.

By Manuel Sandoval

After three recent shoot-
ings of San Bernardino
residents, the community

put together an anti-violence rally
on Saturday evening at Perris Hill
Park. Around 200 residents partic-
ipated in the event along with San
Bernardino Mayor Pat Morris. The
shooting victims’ families, along
with neighbors and friends, shared
what was bothering them in the
community and how such violence
could be prevented. 
The recently formed group "Stop

the Violence" was formed by for-
mer San Bernardino High School
students who had friends who
were victims in the shootings.
Some of the suggestions made by
residents were better cooperation
between police and residents,
along with better parenting.
"Progress could be made through

greater cooperation through non-
profit groups, block watch groups,
and the city," said San Bernardino
Police Chief Robert Handy.
One of the victims in the shoot-

ings was Army SPC. Christopher
Sullivan, a 21-year-old veteran in
the war of Afghanistan, who was

shot and critically wounded at his
homecoming party on December
23. 
The next victim in the shootings

last month was 21-year-old Keith
Deshean Hall who was shot and
killed in a drive-by in San
Bernardino on December 29.
During the event Suzanne Sulli-

van said, "I expected a much larger
turn out, it is so sad that San
Bernardino is so big and only a
handful of people show up."

Manuel Sandoval is a student at
San Bernardino Valley College
and an intern at IECN.
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Roughly 200 people attended an anti-violence rally at Perris Hill Park in San Bernardino on Satur-
day to address three recent shootings in the city and how to prevent such violence.
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