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Words to think about:
The meaning of faith
By G. W. Abersold Ph.D

There are several words in
the English language that
carry an emotional ele-

ment with them. Patriot, liberty,
freedom, hope, justice, gratitude,
courage and faith.
Faith is a necessary ingredient

for life and religion. Its implica-
tions are as vivid as the actual use
of the word. For instance: when
driving down the road on the right
hand side, the implication is that
drivers coming toward you will
drive on the other side (faith).
Furthermore, when you deposit
money in the bank, the implication
(faith) is that when the depositor
writes a check, it will be covered
by the deposit. Again, in the wed-
ding ceremony when vows are ex-
changed, the implication (faith) is
that they will be kept.
The word “faith” is both a verb
and a noun. As a noun it refers to
the body of belief that belongs to a
particular religion. In times of
tragedy and subsequent grief, reli-
gious faith provides comfort and
hope.
Faith is also rational. It is subject
to thoughtfulness. An anonymous
phrase states, “Faith without
thought is superstition.”
I often think of the hundreds of
people that blindly followed Jim
Jones to their death. Their faith was
without thought.
But positive faith is as strong as

negative faith. Recently I heard Dr.
Joshua Beckley speak along this
line. He spoke of Audacious Faith.

He defined audacious as, “Show-
ing a willingness to take surpris-
ingly bold risks.”
In this usage audacious is an ad-
jective, preceding the noun faith:
Audacity is a noun. While the word
is Latin in origin, it came into Eng-
lish in the 1400’s. Its original
meaning was “daring” and none of
the synonyms have strayed far
from it.
Tying the two words (audacious

and faith) together changes the lat-
ter word from an ethereal, cerebral
meaning to an adventurous, bold,
daring, fearless word.
Abraham and Moses in the Bible
are good examples. They ventured
out from complacent lives to new
and challenging ways. Abraham
started two nationalities, Arabic
and Hebrew. Moses led the chil-
dren of Israel from slavery. Both
were audacious and exhibited au-
dacity.
The founders of our country cer-

tainly exhibited Audacious Faith.
They were bold and daring in es-
tablishing our Democracy. Politi-
cally and personally audacity
describes them. 
Audacious Faith is a life style. It
is neither arrogance or selfish. Nei-
ther is it based on possessions, ac-
ademic achievement or ethnicity.
Examples of those who reflect it
are: Nelson Mandela, Mother
Teresa, Neal Armstrong, Hillary
Clinton, Daniel Inouye, Helen
Keller, Rick Warren, Gaby Gif-
fords, and Elizabeth Warren.
There are three areas of life that
the actualization of audacious faith

should be stressed. First, toward
the FAMILY. A bold, daring and
confident supporting attitude to-
ward each member of this intimate
group. They should not have to ask
for it. It is a given. They are fam-
ily.
At the same time our expectations
should not be imposed upon them.
Disappointed, at times, with their
shortcomings? Of course. But
never without audacious compas-
sion and audacious love.
Second, toward one’s FRIENDS.

Friends are hard to come by. They
are not like family that must be ac-
cepted. Their respect has been
earned. Their admiration has been
consistent.
It is not always easy to maintain

friendship. Disagreements over
trivial issues always exist. Compet-
ing friendships too often raise the
issue of prior allegiance.
Real friendship demands auda-

cious faith. In spite of time and
family loyalties, it lasts.
Third, toward the FUTURE. The
time that each of us has upon earth
is a variable. Unpredictable. Henry
Ward Beecher is reported as say-
ing, “God ask no one if they will
accept life. That is not our choice.
Our only choice is how we will
spend the time that we have.” To
live each day as if it was the last
day we have, to face each crisis in
our years boldly and fearlessly
takes audacious faith.
A wise person has said, “Re-

member, someday the future will
be the present.”
Amen. Selah. So be it.

Governor Brown appoints two to 
San Bernardino Couty Superior Court
Governor Edmund G.

Brown Jr. announced the
appointment of Pamela P.

King and Lily L. Sinfield to judge-
ships in the San Bernardino
County Superior Court.
King, 62, of Rancho Cucamonga,
has served as deputy public de-
fender at the San Bernardino
County Public Defender’s Office
since 1998. She was an attorney at
the Law Office of Markman Ar-
czyski Hanson Curly and Slough
from 1989 to 1997 and a deputy
district attorney in the San
Bernardino County District Attor-
ney’s Office from 1982 to 1984.
King was an attorney at the Law
Office of Herbert Hafif from 1981
to 1982 and an attorney at Law Of-
fices of King and King PLLC from
1978 to 1979. King earned a Juris
Doctorate degree from the Univer-
sity of the Pacific, McGeorge
School of Law and a Bachelor of
Arts degree from the University of
Redlands. She fills the vacancy
created by the retirement of Judge
Margaret A. Powers. King is reg-
istered decline-to-state.
Sinfield, 40, of Victorville, has
served as a court commissioner for
the San Bernardino County Supe-
rior Court since 2012. She was a
juvenile court officer at the San
Bernardino County Superior Court
from 2008 to 2012, an attorney at

the Law Offices of James Spring
from 2007 to 2008 and an adjunct
professor at Victor Valley College
from 2006 to 2008. She served as
a deputy city attorney at the San
Diego City Attorney’s Office from
2006 to 2007 and as a deputy pub-

lic defender at the San Bernardino
County Public Defender’s Office
from 2005 to 2006. From 2001 to
2005, Sinfield was a deputy city
attorney at the San Diego City At-
torney’s Office. Sinfield was a
deputy district attorney at the San

Bernardino County District Attor-
ney’s Office from 1999 to 2001
and a contract attorney at the Law
Offices of Ronald Lais from 1998
to 1999. Sinfield earned a Juris
Doctorate degree from the Califor-
nia Western School of Law and a

Bachelor of Arts degree from Oc-
cidental College. She fills the va-
cancy created by the retirement of
Judge Michael M. Dest. Sinfield is
a Republican.
The compensation for each of
these positions is $178,789.
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Governor Brown announced the appointment of Pamela P. King
to a judgeship in the San Bernardino County Superior Court.
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Governor Brown announced the appointment of Lily L. Sinfield
to a judgeship in the San Bernardino County Superior Court.
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